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Map 1 Stretton Grandison Neighbourhood Area 

 

 1.0 Introduction and Background 
 

1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared in accordance with The Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) Part 5 Paragraph 15 (2)1 which defines a 

“consultation statement” as a document which – 

(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

 (b) explains how they were consulted; 

 (c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.2 Planning Practice Guidance provides further advice: 

"A qualifying body should be inclusive and open in the preparation of its Neighbourhood Plan 

(or Order) and ensure that the wide community: 

 
1 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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• Is kept fully informed of what is being proposed 

• Is able to make their views known throughout the process 

• Has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging Neighbourhood 

Plan (or Order) 

• Is made aware of how their views have informed the draft Neighbourhood Plan (or 

Order).  Reference ID: 41-047-20140306. 

 

1.3 Stretton Grandison Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been prepared in response 

to the Localism Act 2011, which gives parish councils and other relevant bodies, new powers 

to prepare statutory Neighbourhood Plans to help guide development in their local areas.  

These powers give local people the opportunity to shape new development, as planning 

applications are determined in accordance with national planning policy and the local 

development plan, and neighbourhood plans form part of this Framework.  Other new 

powers include Community Right to Build Orders whereby local communities have the ability 

to grant planning permission for new buildings.    

1.4  The Parish Council is a Group Parish Council and comprises the parishes of Stretton 

Grandison, Eggleton, Canon Frome and Castle Frome.  The neighbourhood area is the same 

as the Group Parish boundary and is shown on Map 1. 

1.5 The neighbourhood area was designated by Herefordshire Council on 21st September 2015. 

A Steering Group of interested local residents and Parish Councillors was set up to oversee 

the preparation of the NDP on behalf of the Parish Council in May 2016. 

1.6 The Steering Group has met regularly throughout the NDP process.  Meetings have been 

held at a local meeting room / conference facility in Stretton Grandison as the Group Parish 

does not have a parish hall or other public meeting room available.  The meetings are open 

to the public and have been attended on occasion by interested local residents, who were 

invited to ask questions and contribute comments where appropriate.   

1.7 Minutes of the Steering group meetings are published on the NDP pages of the website.  
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2.0 Issues and Options Consultation, February to March 2017 
 

2.1 An Issues and Options document and accompanying Residents' Questionnaire were 

prepared and published for local informal consultation in February 20172.  The Issues and 

Options full document set out the main identified planning issues for the NDP and possible 

policy options for addressing these issues.  Copies of publicity are provided in Appendix 1. 

  

  Issues and Options Document  Residents' Questionnaire 

 

2.2 The Questionnaire asked 26 questions on the vision and objectives for the Plan, and planning 

themes related to housing, environment, the local economy, flooding, and other issues 

(sustainable community, and traffic, transport and access). Most of the questions were in 

multiple-choice format, and also offered the chance to make further comments. The 

remaining questions were open, asking for views on various planning matters. The questions 

were organised into 14 groups of ‘policy options’, to facilitate making best use of the survey 

findings to inform the planning policies in the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

2.3 Copies of the Questionnaires were hand delivered to all households in the Group Parish by 

volunteer distributors from the NDP Steering Group.  All residents aged 16 and over were 

invited to take part in the survey. Completed questionnaires were hand-collected (with 

return visits being made as necessary). Overall, 119 completed questionnaires were 

collected or returned. This is equivalent to 31.6% of the Neighbourhood Area population 

aged 16 and over (Census 2011). 

2.4 Residents were invited to attend drop-in events at Canon Frome Court on 17th March 5pm – 

8pm or The Stables on Sunday 19th March 2pm – 6pm.  Unfortunately, the event at the 

 
2 http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/ 

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/
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Stables was rather poorly attended although more people attended the Canon Frome Court 

event. 

2.5 The Issues and Options consultation was publicised on the Parish Council's website and in 

the introduction to the Questionnaire delivered to local households.  Copies of both the full 

Issues and Options document and the Questionnaire were provided in the NDP website. 

2.6 DJN Planning Limited was commissioned to undertake a full analysis of the results of the 

Issues and Options consultation.  The full report is published on the evidence base section of 

the NDP website.  The summary of the analysis is provided below: 

 The survey was undertaken in February 2017 and achieved a response rate of 31.6%.  

 Draft Vision and Objectives of the Plan  

• High and consistent levels of support were shown for the draft vision and the objectives. 

All were supported by over 90% of respondents.  

• The environmental objectives were most favoured (95%).  

 Housing in our Parishes  

• There was majority support (61%) for the draft settlement boundaries. In addition, many 

detailed suggestions for boundary amendments were made which will require further 

consideration as the Neighbourhood Development Plan is compiled.  

• Almost half of respondents (47%) supported seeking sites for new housing development 

in all the identified settlements.  

• Lower Eggleton and Fromes Hill were preferred as settlements for growth. These are the 

two higher-level “main focus” villages listed in the Local Plan Core Strategy.  

• Half of respondents said that no more than 10 houses in total should be allowed in their 

village by 2031; a third thought that no more than two houses should be permitted.  

• Most wanted to see such new homes provided as single dwellings within the villages, 

through either the sub-division of gardens or other infill plots. There was little support 

for a single large housing estate, which was opposed by almost three-quarters of 

respondents.  

• Favoured sizes and types of new homes were 2- and 3-bedroom properties; homes for 

local people, or those with local connections; adapted/easy access homes; and 

living/working units.  

• Opinion was evenly split as to whether the Neighbourhood Development Plan should 

include a policy on development in the wider countryside or leave this to the Local Plan 

Core Strategy.  

 Protecting our environment  

• Protection of the natural environment was of greater importance to respondents than 

views and vistas, or heritage assets.  

• Dark skies were important for 71% of respondents.  
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• A range of local landscape features were identified for protection, including Homend 

Park, Canon Frome Court parkland, woodlands and watercourses.  

•  Over half of respondents (54%) referred to Homend Park as deserving protection as 

Local Green Space, pointing to its value as a historic, recreational, nature conservation 

and visual amenity resource. 

• Local built features seen as distinctive included individual buildings (eg Canon Frome 

Court), generic building types (eg hop kilns), and materials (eg brick, stone and slate).  

 Local economy  

• There were many suggestions as to what should be included in policies on the re-use of 

disused farm buildings and on new agricultural development. These will need to be 

considered as these policies are written up in the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

• There was support for a positive policy on community-based energy schemes (66% in 

favour), with the balance of opinion favouring solar and biomass over water and wind 

power.  

 Flooding  

• As well as the River Frome and its floodplain, other locations where flooding was 

reported were associated with low-lying land, local watercourses and field run-off.  

• Field run-off was the most reported source of property flooding in recent years.  

 Other Issues  

• Asked about creating a sustainable community, the priority issue for most respondents 

(76%) was attracting younger people to live in the villages and work locally.  

• Walking, cycling and using the bus instead of the car (69%), and building energy-efficient 

homes above current standards and increasing the number and type of community 

facilities (both 66%), were then preferred over allocating land for residents’ food 

production.  

• On traffic and transport, the key issues were road maintenance, bus services, and traffic 

speed and volume, throughout the villages but particularly the A417 at Stretton 

Grandison.  

 About you  

• Compared to Census 2011 figures, in the survey returns:  

- Younger age groups were under-represented and older age groups over-represented, and  

- Males were under-represented and females over-represented.  

 

2.7 In addition there were many other comments submitted under the various planning themes.  

 These were recorded in their entirety and provided on the NDP website.  The  analysis and 

headline results and all the comments submitted were considered very carefully by the NDP 

Steering group and used to inform the development strategy and draft policies in the First 

Draft Plan. 
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3.0 Call for Sites, January - March 2018 
 

3.1 In order to provide for the indicative housing requirement for the Group Parish as set out in 

the Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011 - 2031, Stretton Grandison Group Parish 

Council undertook a ‘call for sites’ exercise which concluded on the 1st March 2018.   

3.2 Copies of publicity are provided in Appendix 2.  A notice was placed on the Parish Council's 

website and on Parish Council notice boards in various locations around the Group Parish 

(please provide a copy of final one).   Anything else eg parish magazine - please provide?  

Landowners and agents were asked to complete and return a site submission form with a 

site location plan (see Appendix 2).  12 sites were submitted for consideration within the 

Neighbourhood Area. In addition, one site was considered which had previously been 

submitted to the Hertfordshire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA 2015).  

 Technical Site Assessments 

3.3 The submitted sites and SHLAA site were subjected to a technical assessment by consultants 

AECOM and the findings are set out in the Stretton Grandison Group Neighbourhood Plan 

Site Assessment Report, December 2018 which is published on the Neighbourhood Plan 

Documents page of the NDP website.   

3.4 The report set out that development may be appropriate in all five settlements identified in 

the Core Strategy (including Upper Eggleton which was excluded from the Issues and 

Options consultation) - see Map 2 below. 

Map 2 Settlements in Fig 2 Site Assessment Report 
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3.5 The 12 sites considered in the technical assessment are listed in the tables from the report 

reproduced below: 

 

 

3.6 The 2015 Herefordshire SHLAA considered one site in Stretton Grandison and concluded it 

had medium potential for allocation for residential development.  

3.7 Table 4 in the Site Assessment Report provided a ‘traffic light’ rating for each site, indicating 

whether the site was appropriate for allocation.  

3.8 The Site Assessment Report set out options for how the housing target (formerly of 18 

houses but revised to at least 14 homes as at March 2019) could be distributed through the 

Neighbourhood Area; one option was to allocate all of the housing on one site and another 

option was to distribute the growth across a number of sites. 

3.9 The report considered that there were 6 sites which could in combination accommodate the 

total housing requirement for the SGG NDP: Site 1, Site 5, Site 6, Site 8, Site 10 and Site 12 

with a total indicative capacity of 43 dwellings.  Site 8 was proposed for Affordable Housing 

so would not be included in the 14 minimum requirement as this is for market housing.  All 

of these sites were identified as amber, with minor constraints that needed further 

consideration or mitigation. 

 Further Sites 

3.10 Two further sites were submitted for consideration following the deadline for the AECOM 

Site assessment process.  These were Site 14: Yew Tree Farm, Fromes Hill and Site 15: The 

Willows, Canon Pyon.   
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3.11 In January 2019 the Parish Council appointed Kirkwells to undertake technical site 

assessments of the two further submitted sites.  The technical assessment report (Site 

Assessments of Further Submitted Sites, March 2019) is provided on the Neighbourhood 

Plan Documents page of the website.  The report concluded that neither site was considered 

suitable for development. 

 Considering the Issues and Options Consultation Responses 

3.12 The response to the Issues and Options consultation showed that 47% of respondents (56) 

supported the principle of new housing sites in all of the identified settlements but 33% (39) 

did not answer or had no opinion.  The most popular areas for concentrating development 

were Lower Eggleton (12% or 14 respondents), and Fromes Hill (10% or 12 respondents): this 

corresponds with the settlements' identification as the main focus for housing development 

in the Core Strategy.  Preferences for the other settlements were fairly evenly split: Stretton 

Grandison and Canon Frome were both supported by 4% (5) respondents and Eggleton 

(Upper Eggleton) by 3% (3).  3% also chose "none of the settlements".  

3.13 Residents were also asked to give their preference for settlements where development 

should take place by ranking them.  This question was answered by 58 respondents (49% of 

all respondents.    Other respondents either did not answer the question (33% or 39) or said 

they had no choice or preference (18% or 22).   Where a selection was made, the balance of 

opinion favoured Lower Eggleton and Fromes Hill. These were the first or second choices for 

29% and 26% of all respondents respectively, with Canon Frome having the next highest 

combined score at 16%.   In terms of reasons given for choices, the selection of Lower 

Eggleton and Fromes Hill reflected their main road, accessible locations. For the lower-order 

preferences, settlements were felt to already have enough (or too many) houses.  

3.14 The Issues and Options consultation asked residents about the scale of individual housing 

schemes.  Looking at the positive scores, half of respondents (50% or 59 respondents)  

thought that up to 10 houses would be acceptable, and just under a third (30% or 36) 

wanted to see no more than 2 homes.  Few supported the option of up to 20 houses in their 

village (6%), and this had the highest ‘no’ score at 50%. Only 2% (2 respondents) supported 

provision of all the housing on one large development, 56% (67) wanted to see a number of 

smaller developments (eg <10 houses) and 76% (90) supported individual released plots.  In 

addition,  54% (64) supported garden infill development. 

3.15 The preferred options for site allocations were prepared taking into account the results of 

the technical site assessments and the responses to the Issues and Options consultation 

from local residents. 
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4.0 Publication of First Draft Plan with Site Options, June 2019 
 

 

 

4.1 A First Draft Plan (Preferred Options) with possible options for site allocations was published 

from Monday 3rd June to Saturday 29th June 2019.  Copies of publicity and a copy of the 

questionnaire are provided in Appendix 3. 

4.2 The Draft NDP was published on the NDP website 

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-

plan-documents/ and hard copies were available on request from the Parish Clerk.   

4.3 A questionnaire was prepared and copies were delivered to all households in the 

neighbourhood area and the questionnaire was also placed on the website.  Completed 

questionnaires could be returned by email to pcgroupclerk@gmail.com or by post to The 

Parish Clerk, Hadleigh, Bishops Frome, Worcester, WR6 5AP. 

4.2 Several Open Events were arranged in the local area and free lifts to attend the events were 

offered by members of the Steering Group:  

• Friday 7th June 6-8pm at The Wheatsheaf in Fromes Hill;  

• Friday 14th June 7-9pm at The Stables, Canon Frome; 

• Saturday 22nd June 2-4pm at The Stables, Canon Frome. 

 Do you have any photos of these please? 

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/
http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/
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4.3 The consultation generated a high response rate;  177 questionnaires were issued and 120 

completed questionnaire returned, giving a response rate of 68%.  Full details of the 

consultation responses are provided in the report "Results of the Public Consultation on the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan For Stretton Grandison Group Parishes, V2 Updated 

September 2019" which is published on the NDP website. (The report was updated with the 

information from a late submitted response form but this did not alter the overall ranking of 

sites set out in the first version of the report). 

4.4 The Steering Group considered the findings of the Site Assessment Reports, and local 

residents' responses to the Issues and Options, and included Small Sites 1, 5, 6, 10  and large 

Sites 11, 12 and 13 as possible options for new housing sites.  The questionnaire asked 

residents whether they would prefer development to be concentrated on large sites or 

spread across smaller sites. 

4.5 The Summary of Results in Numbers is set out below.   

 Options for Housing Sites 

 Q1: Would you prefer: 

             A: Development concentrated on large sites Votes:  44 

  Or 

            B: Development spread across smaller sites Votes:  71 

 

Q2: Ranking of Sites* 

       Large Sites:  

  Site 11  Points: 111 

               Site 12  Points: 127 

  Site 13** Points: 167 

 

         Small Sites:  

   Site 1  Points: 198 

                           Site 5  Points: 259 

                            Site 6  Points: 228 

                            Site 10  Points: 146 

 

* Points are the total of the ranks given to each site. Hence the max score for a large site 

would be 3 x 121 = 363, and for a small site 4 x 121 = 484. 

** The validity of Site 13 was challenged during the consultation. See the comment and 

discussion section for clarification. 

4.6 At the Steering Group meeting on 18th September 2019, the Group considered the 

consultation responses and recommended to the Parish Council that development should be 

accommodated on several small sites in line with most respondents' preferences and that 

the site allocations should be those sites with the highest level of public support.  Although 

Site 10 had a lower level of support than one of the larger sites (Site 13), it was preferred, on 

balance, to include this smaller site than all or part of a larger site.  The sites taken forward 

for inclusion in the Stretton Grandison Group Draft NDP were therefore:  
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• Site 1  

• Site 5 

• Site 6 and  

• Site 10.   

 

(Please note that Sites 5, 6 and 10 were re-numbered as Sites 2, 3 and 4 in the Draft Plan as 

shown on Policies maps). 

4.7 In addition some minor amendments were made to the supporting text and wording of 

other planning policies in response to the results of the informal consultation.  The 

consideration of the responses and resulting detailed changes to the Draft Plan were set out 

in a table which is provided on the NDP website - see  

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Response-Table-v2-Sept-

2019-1.pdf . 

 

 

  

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Response-Table-v2-Sept-2019-1.pdf
http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Response-Table-v2-Sept-2019-1.pdf


Stretton Grandison Group NDP -  Consultation Statement v1 

 

 

5.0 Regulation 14 Public Consultation Monday 4th November 2019 

to Monday 16th December 2019. 
 

5.1 The public consultation on the Stretton Grandison  Draft Neighbourhood Plan was carried 

out in accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (SI No. 637) 

Part 5 Pre-submission consultation and publicity, paragraph 14. This states that:  

Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must—  

(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or 

carry on business in the neighbourhood area:  

(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan;  

(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may be 

inspected;  

(iii) details of how to make representations; and  

(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks 

from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised;  

(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests 

the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood 

development plan; and  

(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local planning 

authority. 

5.2 The Stretton Grandison Draft NDP was published for at least 6 weeks formal public 

 consultation (Regulation 14) from Monday 4th November 2019 to 5pm Monday 16th 

December 2019. 

5.3 The notification, Draft NDP and supporting documents and evidence were published on the 

NDP website: 

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-

plan-documents/ . 

Screenshots are provided in Appendix 4. 

5.4 Hard copies of the document could be borrowed on request from The Parish Clerk:  Tel:  

01885 490414 or email: pcgroupclerk@gmail.com and were available for viewing at the 

public Drop In event.   

5.5 The public drop in event was held at The Stables conference room on Friday 22nd November 

from 7.00pm to 9.00pm and all were invited to attend.  Free lifts to attend the event by 

contacting the Parish Clerk.  SG please insert some more info about this eg photos, provide 

any display material ort just say copies of the plan and maps were provided on tables?  Also 

how many attended? 

http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/
http://strettongrandisongpc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/neighbourhood-plan-documents/
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5.6 The statutory consultation bodies and Herefordshire Council were contacted by email  and 

invited to comment (the list of consultation bodies and a copy of the email / letter are 

provided in Appendix 4).     

5.7 Local residents and stakeholders were notified of the Regulation 14 public consultation by … 

insert details eg posters, flyers, email etc and please provide copies. 

5.8 Representations were invited in writing to The Parish Clerk, Hadleigh, Bishops Frome, 

Worcester, WR6 5AP and by email to pcgroupclerk@gmail.com.  A Response F (see 

Appendix 4)  was available to download and print from the NDP website or as a hard copy 

on request from the Parish Clerk.   

 Summary of Responses 

5.9 Insert summary after consideration of responses. 

 Insert complete response tables into Appendix 4. 
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Appendix 1 Issues and Options Publicity, 2017 
 

Insert any publicity eg parish magazine etc 
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Residents' Questionnaire, February 2017  
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Appendix 2 Call for Sites 
 

Notice in Hereford Times, January 2018 
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Copy of Site Submission Form 

 

 



Stretton Grandison Group NDP -  Consultation Statement v1 

 

 

 

 



Stretton Grandison Group NDP -  Consultation Statement v1 

 

 

Appendix 3 First Draft Plan (with Site Options) Consultation 
 

Insert publicity 

 

  



Stretton Grandison Group NDP -  Consultation Statement v1 

 

 

Copy of Residents' Questionnaire 
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Appendix 4 Regulation 14 Public Consultation 
 

Screenshots of Parish Council NDP web pages 
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Herefordshire Council Web pages 
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Other Publicity 

Insert eg norice in local newsletters, posters, flyers, emails to residents and 

local groups? 
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List of Consultation Bodies (kindly provided by Herefordshire Council) 

Insert  
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Notification of Regulation 14 Public Consultation (Letter / Email sent to Consultation 

Bodies and other Organisations) 
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Copy of Representation Form 
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Appendix 5 Regulation 14 Public Consultation Response Tables 
 

Insert once completed 
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Stretton Grandison Group Parish Council 

January 2020 


